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Community Connection

Loving Mother

Sweet
in Spirit

Patsy

My mom, Patsy Lois
Matthews, was born

August 4, 1928, to
James Monroe Hensley
and Mary Jane Hensley
in Elijah, Missouri. The

oldest with two sisters
and one brother, Patsy

spent her childhood
helping out around the

farm and attending a
one-room schoolhouse.

Patsy’s parents had a
strong belief and faith

in God and His son,
Jesus Christ, and did

everything they could
so their children would

come to believe and
follow in His footsteps.

At 12, Patsy obeyed the
gospel and was baptized
in the river not far from
her home, the North
Fork of the White River
near Patrick Bridge.
Later she graduated
from Bakersfield High
School just south of
Caulfield, Missouri,
where she lived. Patsy
and her sister, Pansy,
then came to Springfield
to attend Draughon
Business College. She
cleaned and ironed in
exchange for room and
board.

Patsy
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Patsy also held a parttime job at a
new burger joint called Taylors Drive-in,
which opened in 1947 and is still making
some of the best steakburgers in town ~
and is still in its original location near
the Shrine Mosque downtown.

It was during this time in Mom’s life
when she rode the city bus to and from
school, work and home that she met a
very kind, handsome young man named
Troy. While Pat was the quiet, reserved
woman she still is today, Troy would talk
to her and get her to have conversation
with him. After many conversations and
love letters, Troy ask the question, “Will
you please marry me?” Two weeks after
Patsy’s 21st birthday, Robert Slatton
performed his first wedding ceremony
introducing “Mr. and Mrs. Troy Leonard
Matthews” on August 16, 1949. Though
Troy had been away in the army the last
couple of years, he was now home start-
ing a new life with Patsy. He helped with
the badly needed construction on Patrick
Bridge, the very place where Mom had
been baptized as a young girl! Momma
worked as an operator at Bell Telephone

The teen yearsThe teen years

Troy . . .

overjoyed with his new bride!

At 17At 17

Her Man



and later as a waitress for Dillons Cafe
where she soon became the head cook.

Within a year, Patsy gave birth to
a baby girl and named her Ginger Kay.
Work became scarce but Patsy’s parents
in Paw Paw, Michigan, told Mom and
Dad of work there on the fruit farms.
Mom and Daddy were both very hard
workers and went wherever they needed
to support their new family. It wasn’t
long after they moved to Michigan near
Kalamazoo that Mom gave birth to an-
other baby girl, Cheryl Marie, and, in
a few years, another they named Mary
Ruth after both grandmas, and, finally,
their fourth child, a son they named
Albert Monroe after both grandpas.
So, in five and a half years, Patsy
gave birth to all four of the children!
A frugal and resourceful woman, Mom
sewed most of her children’s clothes.

Chihuahuas puppies

When Albert was just a baby, the
family moved back to Springfield ~ now
a family of six! One night Daddy came
home from being on the road for a few
days with something in his coat pocket ~
something moving! It was a puppy, a very
small Chihuahua puppy. We named her
“Princess.” We all enjoyed her so much.
Through the years, she had several litters
of puppies . . . so small you could hold
two in your hand together!

Time passed, kids grew up, and
Patsy and Troy moved to the little town
of Willard. They were both employed
by Zenith Corporation for more than 20
years. In their spare time, they enjoyed
visiting nearby towns collecting antiques
and depression glass they would find at
flea markets. Daddy would refinish old
wooden furniture as he had been taught
the cabinetry craft by his dad. He once
restored an old Victrola to its original
condition making it a cherished keepsake
in our family to this day. Patsy was very
surprised in 1961 at Christmastime when
her husband presented her a shiny, new,
built-in sewing machine cabinet that he
and Grandpa had made just for her!
This, too, she still owns.

Chihuahuas puppies
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One of Momma’s favorite places
she and Daddy visited was Estes Park,
Colorado. In December, 1986, they went
to Hawaii, a very big trip for them and
also their last as Daddy had received
some bad news from his doctor. He was
diagnosed with inoperable lung cancer.
On September 7, 1989, he passed away
in his home despite the great care Mom
had given him . . . leaving his four grown
children, six grandchildren and one on
the way, as well as his beloved wife of 40
years, Patsy Lois. It was a difficult time.

Albert and his soon-to-be wife,
Sally, had planned a trip to New York
and Washington, D.C., and invited Mom
to join them. She had retired from Zenith,
so, with a little encouragement from us,
she agreed to go and had a good time.
Following Daddy’s death and her trip
with Albert and Sally, Patsy did things
she’d never had time for in the past like
flower arranging and cake decorating.

By Christmastime that year, Patsy
had taken employment with Murfin’s
Market, the local grocery store just one
mile up the road, working in the office.
She was beginning a new life at the age
of 61 . . . this time without her husband.
Mom celebrated being a part of Murfin’s
Market for four months shy of 20 years.

Family continued to grow; Patsy
and Troy’s three daughters got married
and had grandchildren for them. In 1974
Patsy and Troy celebrated 25 years of
marriage at The Riverside Inn with all
their grown children and a fantastic meal
she neither had to cook nor clean up
after! Through the years, Patsy and Troy
liked to go fishing and camping. Daddy
loved going deer hunting, and at times
his wife accompanied him. Patsy always
supported her family in all they each did.

25th Anniversary25th Anniversary
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Our whole family so appreciates
everything Mom has done for us and will
never forget the wonderful person she
has always been. Throughout Momma’s
life, she was always very neat and clean
and particular with everything she did;
her home, her family, and her appearance
were always immaculate ~ never a hair
out of place! On March 9, 2009, Patsy
left her home of 40 years in Willard,
Missouri, and became a new resident at
Culpepper Place where she is cared for
rather than working to care for others.

~ Mary Young, daughter

A  lasting love...A  lasting love...

The “kids”The “kids”

1997



I have so many

fond memories

of Christmas as

a child. One of

my favorites

is of going with

my dad and brothers

to pick out the family tree.

There were always so many shapes and

sizes to choose from, we would argue

among ourselves which tree was best.

Then we would see the perfect one

and all agree! When we got home, my

mom would have fresh-baked cookies

and hot cocoa for us with Christmas

music playing. This tradition took

place every year on the first Saturday

in December , and I am to this day

a firm believer that Christmas decor

should not go up until after the

turkey has been eaten!!!

~Amy Phillips, Community Director

The holidays are
again upon us!

Many of you
will be

spending
more time

with your familiesaway from Culpepper .Time with family is time wellspent, but please remember . . .   Use the arm or hand of a familymember to steady yourself.  Sidewalks or steps may appeardry but can easily cause a fall.  Dress warmly while traveling. Cover your mouth with a scarf toavoid inhaling undue cold air .  Take medication sent by facultystaff in a timely manner as pre-scribed to maintain stable health.Be cautious at homes with petsor small children. T oys left outcan create a fall hazard whilepets can easily becomeentangled around your feet.Be aware of your physicallimitations, and take time torest while visiting family .Have a joyous season.
 ~Belinda WrenDirector of Health/Wellness

Every year it gives me great joyto look out over the crowd as
our families are all
gathered together
at our big, annual

Christmas event
 to celebrate this
blessed season.
God bless you,

every one!
~Mary Kay Rice

Activities Director
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Emily Bowers

Christy Spears

Paul Weingartner

Alberta Greer

Residents
Hazel Crouch
Wilma Jarrett
Virginia Sifford
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Jared &
Bethany

Autumn
&  Eric

&  Sage
Victoria

As Culpepper

family , we

celebrate the

love of each

of these young

couples and

share in

their joy .

Crista &
Kenny
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Picture-perfect,

every one!!

Where there

is love,

there is life.
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